
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 2026 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mahoning 

826 Mahoning Drive West; Lehighton Pa 18235 ●  Church office: 570-386-9960 ● Email address: stjohns@ptd.net 
Website: www.stjohnsmahoning.org ● Facebook at StJohnsMahoning ● “A Family of friends alive with God’s love!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor  Reverend Anthony Pagotto  

      (610-377-4242) 
Music Director Colleen Rudelitsch    
Bookkeeper  Cathy Smith 
Sexton  Sherry Stafiniak 
Church Admin Anne Scott 
Church Office 570-386-9960    
Office hours   M-W-F 9 AM-2 PM 
 
 

Worship Schedule for November 2026 at St. John’s 
 

 

Nov.1 -   9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Fellowship Hall Worship with Holy Communion  
                                                                 All Saints Sunday  
 

Nov. 8 -  9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Sanctuary Worship 
                   
 

Nov. 15- 9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Fellowship Hall - Congregational Meeting 
 

 

Nov. 22- 9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Sanctuary Worship with Holy Communion 
Christ the King Sunday – Hanging of the Greens 
Christmas Decorating around the church 

 

 

Nov. 29 –  9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Fellowship Hall – Trees for Troops Collection Day 

2026 Church Council 
Reverend Anthony PagoƩo 

Donald Freeman, President       Allison EvereƩ, V. President 
 

Keith Drummond Geoff Ebbert  Julia Schock   
Ronald Fried               Kimberly Gerhard Cheryl Kistler   

Colleen Rudelitsch 
                                      



Bible Study Zoom 
Thursdays at 9 :30 AM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/586370219 
Meeting ID: 586 370 219 
Call in: 1-929-205-6099 

 

Morning Prayer Zoom 
Wednesdays at 9 AM 

http://zoom.us/j/187911224 
Meeting ID: 187 911 224 

Call in: 1-929-205-6099 

11/1 Jace DeBlasio   11/20 Sylvia Snyder 

11/3 Amy Neeb   11/20 Larry Snyder 

11/6 Ruth Troxell   11/21 Mary Ann Eidem 

11/10 Lana Balliet   11/22 Andrew Yenser 

11/14 Michelle Troutman  11/24 Marvin Mertz 

11/19 Evelyn Pry   11/29 Theodore Ahner 

11/19 Karen Flexer   11/29 Jacob Merluzzi 
 

(If we missed your birthday for this month, it is possible we do not have it in our 
membership database. Please give us a call at the office (570-386-9960) so we can 
update our files.) 

 
Grief Support- will meet on Monday, Nov. 2nd & Monday, Nov. 16th at 6:00 PM.  
Book Club- will meet for Nov./Dec. on Tuesday, Dec. 1st at 6:30 PM with book “The Christmas Ring” by Karen 
Kingsbury.  
Dinner & Discussion-  will meet on Thursday, Nov. 19th at 6:30 PM. Please contact Cheryl Kistler at  
610-533-5723 with any questions. 
Fermenting Our Faith- will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 11th at 6:00 PM. This will be at the 443 Diner.  
Fundraising Committee-  will not meet again until Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2027 at 6:30 PM.   
Community Cupboard- Dinkey Memorial has a food cupboard available to those in need of supplemental food 
resources. It is available to members of Dinkey Memorial and St. John’s, and to residents of East Penn 
Township. The distribution is the third Thursday of every month from 3:30-5:00 PM in Dinkey’s Social Room, 
located below the sanctuary. If you or anyone you know would benefit from receiving food from the Community 
Cupboard, please speak with Pr. Tony. 
Message from the Fundraising Team: 
♦Thank you for making our annual Fall Bazaar a success!  It's fun spending time together & welcoming our 
community to St John's.  The 3 organizations we supported are grateful we thought of them.  
♦We will be baking, icing, & packaging the donuts for our final sale of this year on Wednesday, Nov 4th.  If 
you're able to help, stop by anytime between 9 AM & 1 PM. 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 

 
Council Meetings are held the second Monday of every month unless otherwise noted.        
(Complete copies of the minutes may be obtained from the church office.)                

October Council Meeting – Items Discussed 
 

● Thanksgiving Eve service will be at St John’s at 7 PM. Pastor Josh Nemeth, from St Peter’s West Penn, will 
preach. 
● Hanging of the Greens and church Christmas decorating will take place on Nov. 22nd. 
● The heating and cooling system was switched over to heat for the winter.  

 
 

● The next scheduled meeting is: Monday, November 9, 2026 at 6:30 PM.  
****A reminder to everyone that council meetings are open to all members of St John’s Ev. Lutheran Church.
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Trinity Food Pantry 2026 
       

November Macaroni & Cheese 
 

Prayers for our Congregation Members         
Emma Weaver  Brenda Lasky  Matt Fisher   Marla Lawson  
Jeanette Jennings Liz Koch  Florence Duffy  Kathleen Merluzzi  
Lisa Moyer  Donna Horvath Arthur Rudelitsch Neil Gilbert 
Connie Christman Mike Andrews  Stacy Freeman  Bart Cunfer    
 

Prayers for Our Friends    
Family of Dolores Solt     Family of Rolf Hohenstein     
Ben Serfass  Leo Posey  Joan Fontana  Deana Blasiac   
Peggy Drummond  Shane Waskmunski  Richard Elinich Adam Elinich 
Trace Gonet  Orpha Nothstein Kyle Strohl  Geo DeAngelo  
James Keller  Jackie Strauss Everet Joanie Radler  Jen Nielsen 
Adrian Davis   Nicole Rowles  Kathy Steigerwalt Randy Semmel 
Fern Miller  Lyman Grube  Wesley King  Dan Myers 
Chris Green  Stewart Henritz Shirley Long    

Please also pray for  
Doctors without Borders.       Global Refuge.    Those struggling with mental health.   
The People of Israel and Gaza. Refugees all over the world.  The Children of Ukraine.  
The Homeless. 
 

Prayers for Our Homebound and Long-Term Care Members 
Judith Ahner  Willard Ahner  Rachel Bednar Ferne Berger     
Marie Boyer  Myrtle Creitz  Mary Flyzik  Carolyn Zacharias 
Joan Heintzelman  Scott Heintzelman Carol Houser  Mary Ann Kollar 
Kathryn Leibenguth Dorothy Reinhart Ruth Troxell  Betty Willet   
Elaine Windbeck 
 

Our Military Personnel at Home and Abroad 
Dalton Berger  Daniel Berger  Douglas Boyer Aaron Cetnar   
Sean Fisher   Austin Heilman  AJ Light   Ryan McArdle   
Dustin McCarroll   Noah Rodgers  Grant Schaeffer Alexis Scott  
Jonathan Sheehan  Dylan White     

 

●If you wish to put yourself, a friend or loved one on the church prayer list, please call the church office at 570-386-9960 or email stjohns@ptd.net.). The 
name is placed on the list for 30 days unless we receive a monthly update. Please feel free to let the office know if someone should be removed 
as well.  Thank you! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Happiest of 

birthdays to 

Myrtle Creitz who 

turned 98 years 

young on 

October 11th. 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During the Fall Bazaar, there was a collection for the 
Bare Necessities Pantry and Lehighton Trinity Food 
Pantry. Here are the items collected during the bazaar. 
$200 was also raised and split between both 
organizations. Thank you to all who organized and 
manned the collections and thank you to all those who 
donated to this community outreach event!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



“Members of St. John’s and Dinkey enjoyed the annual Sunday School Rally Day kick off 
on September 24th. Many thanks to Yenser’s tree farm for hosting us! We enjoyed a picnic 
supper, hay ride and tackled  the corn maze.” – Rebekah McFadden 

  
 

  

 

  



 

  



 


