APRIL NEWSLETTER 2026

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mahoning

826 Mahoning Drive West; Lehighton Pa 18235 e Church office: 570-386-9960 @ Email address: stiohns@ptd.net
Website: www.stjohnsmahoning.org ® Facebook at StiohnsMahoning ® “A Family of friends alive with God’s love!”

Church Staff

Pastor Reverend Anthony Pagotto
(610-377-4242)

Music Director Colleen Rudelitsch

Bookkeeper Cathy Smith

Sexton Sherry Stafiniak

Church Admin Anne Scott

Church Office 570-386-9960

Church Office hours M-W-F 9 AM-2 PM

2026 Church Council
Reverend Anthony Pagotto

Donald Freeman, President Allison Everett, V. President
Keith Drummond Geoff Ebbert Julia Schock
Ronald Fried Kimberly Gerhard Cheryl Kistler

Colleen Rudelitsch

Worship Schedule for April 2026 at St. John’s

April 5 -6:30 AM — Sunrise Service (DM) 7 AM — Breakfast (DM) 9 AM — Worship (DM)
10:15 AM - Egg Hunt (DM) 11 AM Sanctuary Worship with Holy Communion (SJ)

April 12 — 10 AM - Joint Service at Dinkey Memorial for their 175" Celebration
(*no church service at St John'’s today®)

April 19 - 9:30 AM Adult Sunday School — 11 AM Fellowship Hall Worship

April 26 —9:30 AM Adult Sunday School — 11 AM Sanctuary Worship w/ Holy Communion & Baptism
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Hunger

As | sit at my desk at Dinkey writing this article, | am hungry. It’s lunchtime but | have no lunch with me.
I'll need to go home and grab something after finishing this article. There are some pretzels to hold me over,
but nothing substantial.

At St. John’s there are always lots of candy bars around (Thanks, Robby!). The problem is that | gave up
eating those candy bars for Lent. Actually, not just those candy bars but all candy bars. | did the same thing
last year during Lent because | get in the habit of grabbing one, or three, every time | walk by the jar. It’s not
the healthiest choice, so I'm just trying to get in the habit of making better decisions about the food | eat. That
doesn’t mean I've been perfect this Lent.

At the last midweek Lenten worship | stood over the dessert table eyeing the many goodies on the
table. The Tandy Cakes look especially good! Two others were standing there with me, so asked them if the
Tandy Cakes counted as a candy bar. “Well, the chocolate is from melted Hershey bars,” said one those people
there. The other looked right at me and said, “No, you can’t have them,” when | explained my Lenten
dilemma. She was right.

Unfortunately, | had already partaken of some Tandy Cakes during one of the previous midweek
services without even thinking about it. It was completely unintentional. Did that momentary lack of focus ruin
my entire Lenten journey? | don’t think so. The purpose for the disciplines of Lent (fasting, prayer, almsgiving)
is to engrain in us something deep and more meaningful — a strengthened relationship with God and the
people around us.

My hunger at this moment could lead me to make a hasty choice of grabbing a candy bar. Not
necessarily the end of the world. Whereas my hunger for a sense of security or accomplishment could lead me
to surround myself with things that help me feel better in the moment but only really scrape the surface of
what is truly important and leave me hungering for more. That level of hunger can only be satisfied by God’s
love and grace.

Where does your Lenten journey stand? Have you been diligent in your Lenten disciplines? Have there
been moments of weakness or lack of focus? Perfect execution of the disciplines is not the goal, so please
don’t beat yourself up if you have not fulfilled everything perfectly. God knows your heart. | pray your Lenten
journey has been an opportunity for your faith to be deepened and your trust in God to be strengthened. That
will be something to celebrate on Easter morning.

Your servant in Christ,
Py, Tovud

The young lions suffer want and hunger, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. - (Psalm 34:10)

Morning Prayer Zoom Bible Study Zoom
Wednesdays at 9 AM Thursdays at 9 :30 AM
http://zoom.us/j/187911224 https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/586370219
Meeting ID: 187 911 224 Meeting ID: 586 370 219

Callin: 1-929-205-6099 Callin: 1-929-205-6099




4/1 Lynn Koch 4/2 Liz Ann Koch
=t @ = Q‘% g @ . 4/3 Vincent Trach 4/5 Sarepta Willet

/ . . 4/8 Jo-Ann Hawk 4/10 Bonnie Harley
[ Ap ril B 1rthdalgs ] 4/10 Mark Ahner 4/10 Cheryl Kistler
— 4/13 Tinley Balliet 4/13 Connie Reigel
& 4/14 John Stafiniak 4/14 Ferne Berger
@ @ @ ﬁ 4/14 Colleen Rudelitsch 4/15 Michael Merluzzi
4/15 Logan Yaro 4/19 Barry Troutman
4/19 Sandra Rehrig 4/20 Sheila Drummond 4/20 Elyse Rubin
4/23 Andrzej Michalik 4/24 Roger Tyson 4/25 Dennis Scheckler
4/25 Anne Yenser 4/26 Mary Flyzik 4/28 Marilyn Frey
4/28 Bridget McFadden 4/30 Dorothy Reinhart

(If we missed your birthday for this month, it is possible we do not have it in our membership database. Please give us a call at the
office (570-386-9960) so we can update our files.)

Grief Support- will meet on Monday, April 6th & April 20th at 6 PM.

Book Club- will meet Tuesday, April 28th at 6:30 PM with book “Remarkably Bright Creatures™ by Shelby
VanPelt.

Dinner & Discussion-_ will meet on Thursday, April 16th, 2026 at 6:30 PM. Please contact Cheryl Kistler at 610-
533-5723 with any questions.

Fundraising Committee- will meet next on Wednesday, October 14" at 6:30 PM.

Community Cupboard- Dinkey Memorial has a food cupboard available to those in need of supplemental food
resources. It is available to members of Dinkey Memorial and St. John's, and to residents of East Penn
Township. The distribution is the third Thursday of every month from 3:30-5:00 PM in Dinkey's Social Room,
located below the sanctuary. If you or anyone you know would benefit from receiving food from the Community
Cupboard, please speak with Pr. Tony.

Message from the Fundraising Team:
¢ Thank you for helping to make our Spring Bazaar, Pet Shelter Collection & Egg Hunt a success! It's
great spending time with our church family & welcoming our community to St. John's.
#Kindly return your yard sign to church to be updated for our Fall Bazaar.
Donut orders for our May sale are due this month.
#We will be taking orders for St. John's printed items such as shirts, aprons, hats, totes, etc.
Watch for a sign-up sheet.

Profit from the Donut Day Sale was
$2,888.01! Thank you to all who helped
and purchased during this fundraiser!

**Reminder of notification when canceling
meetings and events**
This is a gentle reminder that if you need to
cancel a meeting or event at the church,
any time of the year, please contact the
church office, at 570-386-9960, during office
hours (Mon, Wed, Fri 9-2) or text/call our

Sexton, Sherry Stafiniak, at 610-349-8168, to C f' = S d
adyvise of the cancellation. On lrmatlon un ay
Thank you for your attention to this matter. May 24 2026

’




#” Council Meetings are held the second Monday of every month unless otherwise noted.
,  (Complete copies of the minutes may be obtained from the church office.)

urch
Council e Fermenting Our Faith will be held on April 22 at 6 PM at the Beacon.

Highlights ¢ Mother's Day breakfast on May 10" between 9-10 AM. There will be no Adult Sunday School
that morning.
eCouncil is looking into pricing for printing St John's items such as shirts, hats, totes, etc. Look in the coming weeks
for a sign-up sheet to order.
e The next scheduled meeting is: Monday, April 13, 2026 at 6:30 PM.
****A reminder to everyone that council meetings are open to all members of St John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

March Council Meeting — Items Discussed

Prayers for our Congregation Members

Family of Franklin Mertz Marla Lawson Kathleen Merluzzi
Marilyn Frey Lisa Moyer Jeanette Jennings  Neil Gilbert

Connie Christman Mike Andrews Marlin Frey Betty Frey

Arthur Rudelitsch ~ Stacy Freeman Cliff Gledhill Florence Duffy
Diane Gould Liz Koch Allane Kistler Timothy Gerhard
Brenda Lasky Bart Cunfer Donna Horvath

Prayers for Our Friends

Katrina Horvath Geo DeAngelo James Keller Earl Knappenberger
Adrian Davis Randy Semmel Karen Rudelitsch Kathy Numemacher
Richard Koch Lyman Gruber Barbara Kerschner  Joanie Radler

Jen Nielsen Wesley King Fern Miller Dolores Solt

Chris Green Stewart Henritzy Kathy Steigerwalt Nichole Hydro 1
Nicole M. Rowles Vince Rodgers Shirley Long Dan Myers

Please also pray for
Victims, families, and first responders in all emergent situations.

Doctors without Borders. Global Refuge.
Those struggling with mental health. The People of Israel and Gaza.
Refugees all over the world. The Children of Ukraine.

The Homeless.
Prayers for Our Homebound and Long-Term Care Members

Judith Ahner Willard Ahner Rachel Bednar Ferne Berger
Robert Berger Marie Boyer Myrtle Creitz Mary Flyzik

Joan Heintzelman Scott Heintzelman  Carol Houser Mary Ann Kollar,
Kathryn Leibenguth Dorothy Reinhart Ruth Troxell Betty Willet "l

Elaine Windbeck  Carolyn Zacharias
Our Military Personnel at Home and Abroad

Dalton Berger Daniel Berger Douglas Boyer Aaron Cetnar
Sean Fisher Austin Heilman AJ Light Ryan McArdle
Dustin McCarroll  Noah Rodgers Alexis Scott Jonathan Sheehan
Dylan White

o/f you wish to put yourself, a friend or loved one on the church prayer list, please call the church office at 570-386-9960 or email stiohns@ptd.net.).
The name is placed on the list for 30 days unless we receive a monthly update. Please feel free to let the office know if someone should be
removed as well. Thank you!




Name Phone #
— (DPersianX$2.50 $
_ (2)lced Long Johng X $5.00 $
____(2)Coconut Long Johng X $5.50 $
Total $
Pick up
i _ Wed.3:30-5PM _ Thurs.9-10:00 AM

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday Mornings
9:30-10:30 AM
Location: Family Room

Bring your Bible (if you have one) and join in.

Led by Julia Schock
Licensed Lay Minister Candidate

Please see Pastor or Julia with any questions.

g;{bere are any scheduling changes, they will be available on One Call and/or the bulletin.

=
[ stjohn's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mahoning
826 Mahoning Drive West - Lehighton, PA 18235
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2026 Easter Schedule

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026
7:00PM at Ben Salem UCC

Good Friday, April 3, 2026
7:00PM at St. John's, Mahoning

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026
6:30AM Suarise worship in Dinkey Memorial Cemetery
7:00AM Breakfast at Dinkey Memorial LC
9:00AM Worship at Dinkey Memorial LC
10:15AM Easter Egg Hunt in Dinkey Memorial Cemetery
11:00AM Worship at St. John’s LC, Mahoning

Smith Scholarship
We are now accepting applications for the Smith
Scholarship Fund. St. John’s has been blessed with
donations that we can use to assist our members
who will be attending college/trade schools. To
apply, please write a one-page letter telling us where
you plan to attend school, what type of degree you
are working towards and how you will use the
scholarship money. This is not a one-time
scholarship. If you have received scholarship
money in the past, you may apply again. A deadline
in June will be announced, but you may start
sending your information in now. Smith Scholarship
Sunday is July 19, 2026. Please address your letter
to: St. John’s Lutheran Church of Mahoning;
Attention Donald Freeman, Council President; 826

ATTENTION GRADUATES

If you graduated in December 2025 or will be graduating
May-August 2026, we would like to know! Please contact
Anne S. in the church office by emailing stiohns@ptd.net.
Include your name, address, name of high school, trade
school, college, etc., where you will/have completed your
diploma or degree, the type of degree and the plans that
you have for the future. Graduation Recognition Sunday is
July 19, 2026.

Trinity Food Pantry 2026

April Soup
May Cereal

Donut Sale

Wednesday, May 6

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Chureh
Order by Sunday April 19

Call/Text/Email Anne Yenger at 570-390-9108/anneyens@ptd.net

Please join us on May 16" for Church Spring

Cleaning. We will begin at 9AM and lunch will

J

be provided. Stop by and lend a hand!

Have you lost an item?
Have you found an item?

We now have a lost and found box located outside of
the church office. If you are looking for a lost item -
please check there first. If you have found an item -

please place it in the box.
Thank you!




Mother's Day
Breakfast

May 10, 2026
9:00 -10:00 AM
Sanctuary Worship at 11:00 AM

St. Jorx’s EvanceicaL CHURCH OF MAHONING

Baskel Ragple
& Bake Sale

;%«

Dinkey Memorial Evangelical
Lutheran Church

1742 Dinkey Road, Ashfield, PA

Friday, May 15", 2026 - 4pm - 7pm
Saturday, May 16™, 2026 - 9am - 2pm

« Asheet of 25 raffle tickets will be $5.00 or purchase 5 sheets for $20.00
« You need not be present to win, ALL winners will be notified

« We will also have the kitchen open for food sales

« Proceeds to benefit church repairs

» 10% of proceeds to be donated to the East Penn Township Fire Company

-

‘%‘pring Time, <
,Clothing Drive’

We will be holding a Spring Time clothing drive for the
., months of April & May. There will be a large box in the
Z&Narthex for donations. Items should be specific for the

'Y 2
Spring & Summer months. Donations will be given to >§

-\ 17

|
the area homeless and in need. Thank you!

Dinkey Memorial is selling Krispy Kreme doughnuts to
fundraise for church repairs.
Original Glazed - §12 a dozen
Chocolate Iced, Raspberry Filled
& Cream Filled - 812 a % dozen
Order form located on Community Bulletin Board near
Fellowship Hall.
Orders due: Sunday, April 5t
Pickup: Thur., April 16% from 3-6 PM

Dinkey Memorial is also selling Rita’s gift cards
for $5. Please call Karen Schleicher (610)390-
1125 to purchase.

Hosted by: The Sword Tag Society s}z
WHERE: Lehighton Recreation Center
WHEN: Saturday, April 11*from 4pm to 8pm

COST: $12.00 for Adults
$6.00 for Children under 12

Includes Spaghetti with plain or meat sauce, dinner rolls, salad, and drinks.
Takeout Available
We will also be having a...

Basket Raffle & Bake Sale

Raffle Drawing to begin at 7:30pm.
Proceeds to benefit the restoration of the
Normal Square Chapel.

 swordtag.com

MAHONING VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE CO. NO. 1
018 Mahonng Dive WestLebightonPA 18253

MVECOpdnst  OT01380-432 sewneMVECang

Ham &
String Bean
o Dinner

FUNDRAISER

Join us for a PA Dutch favorite!
All-you-can-eat
Eatin or Take out

SERVING 3:00PM TO 7:00PM
All Platters Include: French Fries;
Cole Slaw; Green Beans;
Drink and Dessert
Combination Plate: 1 Fish, 1 Crab Cake &
3 Shrimp plus sides

Chicken Fingers $8 - Shrimp $12
Fish | Crab Platters $14 - Combo Plate $18
Orders must be placed in advance by March 26th.

Very limited number of extras will be available.
Call Kaylyn 484-515-1665 or Mark 570-386-4296.

Dinner includes: Ham, String
Beans, Potatoes, Bread, Dessert,
Cole Slaw, Applesauce, Drinks

Pride i (e .. Pride i (o




PENTECOST SUNDAY
MAY 24TH - WEAR RED
SN 72

Join us for Pentecost Sunday
on May 24th. Please wear red
(symbolizing the Holy Spirit
and the tongues of fire that
appeared on the disciples’
heads in Acts 2:3.)

FERMENTING OUR FAITH

|

Join us as we gather to explore faith together in a relaxed format.

Share your questions, ponderings, and even doubs. ‘

APRIL 22+ 6:00 PM

Beacon 443 Diner

35 Blakeslee Blvd Dr E
Lehighton PA 18235

Contact Pr, Tony if you have any questions
@ 570-386-9960 or prdinklc@ptd.net

ALL ARE WELCOME

On Wednesday, February 25™, St. John’s hosted their Midweek Lenten Worship Service and after served refreshments.
As always, our Kitchen Krew volunteers did an amazing job! They are always looking for new helpers to get involved!




It's a

GIRL

ANNOUNCEMENT

We are pleased to announce that , | \, , , Bristol Louise Troch
1 . Born: Feb. 23, 2026
° -~ )
Madison DeLuca |
Congratulations
has received her first call at '_ Parents: Mackenzie (Light) &
. . | Kyle Troch &
Little Zion Lutheran Church Big Sister: Kayleh Ann
: Grandparents with ties to St Johns:
of Telford, Pennsylvania BB Scort & JD Light

Great-Grandparents: John & Leh Ann Light

Cey};rawaﬁw Wadsen!!

Holy Baptism

We welcome

Eli Haldeman
Welc Ome into the family of Christ

Son of
Levi & Taylor (Otto) Haldeman
We would like to welcome our Broskerof
newest member, Juanita Koch. Liam Haldeman

Paternal Grandparents
Dennis & Nina Haldeman

Maternal Grandparents
vhﬂlip (late) & Karen Otto

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mahonin

Please consider sponsoring
Flowers, Bulletins, Memorial Bowls or Honor Bowls

Bulletins $8.00: Altar Flowers $30.00 set

Memorial or Honor Bowls $25.00 each




Wednesdoy

Thursday

Friday

Satuwrday

1 2 Maundy Thursday 3 Good Friday 4
I_lel IO 9 AM Prayer w/ Pastor | 9:30 AM Bible Study
< w/ Pastor
- 2
* - S 7 PM Maundy .
S Thursday Worship at | 7 PM Good Friday
Ben Salem UCC Worship at St John's

5 Easter Sunday | 6 I 4 8 9 10 1
6:30 AM Sunrise Service (Dinkey) 9 AM Prayer w/ Pastor | 9:30 AM Bible Study
7 AM Breakfast (Dinkey) w/ Pastor
9 AM Worship (Dinkey)
10:15 AM Egg Hunt (Dinkey)
11 AM Sanctuary Worship with
Holy Communion (SJ)

6 PM Grief Support
12 2" Week of Easter | 13 14 15 16 17 18
10 AM Joint Service at Dinkey Newsletter Deadline 9 AM Prayer w/ Pastor | 9:30 AM Bible Study
Memerial for their 175 10 AM Pastor at w/ Pastor :a"{:ltth'eﬂ -
Cooraton ' Paimer House 3:30-5 PM Community Bible Church Prvate
(No service at St. John's today) Cupboard Dist. @ ol =| Pr

: g rling
Dinkey Mem

6:30 PM Council

Meeting Pastor off
19 3 Week of Easter | 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 9 AM Prayer w/ Pastor | 9:30 AM Bible Study

F L . w/ Pastor Hall/Kitchen
11 AM Fellowship Hall Worship Rented Lutheran
. . Congregational
Donut orders due today Services

6 PM Grief Support 7 PM Fermenting Our
Pastor off Pastor off Pastor off Faith at 443 Diner
26 4" Week of Easter | 27 28 29 30
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 9 AM Prayer w/ Pastor | 9:30 AM Bible Stucy

11 AM Sanctuary Worship with
Holy Communion and Baptism

12-6 PM Hall Reserved

6 PM Ladies Aid (D)
6:30 PM Book Club (S))

w/ Pastor

6:30 PM Dinner &
Discussion

**pastor Tony is off from April 18%-215t,

APRIL 2026 Daily Lectionary Readings
Wednesday, April 01, 2026: Psalm 70; Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32
Thursday, April 02, 2026: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Friday, April 03, 2026: Psalm 22; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42
Saturday, April 04, 2026: Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8; John 19:38-42
Sunday, April 05, 2026: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4 ; John 20:1-18
Sunday Evening, April 05, 2026: Psalm 114; 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; Luke 24:13-49
Monday, April 06, 2026: Psalm 118:1-2,14-24; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21; Colossians 3:5-11
Tuesday, April 07, 2026: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Exodus 15:1-18; Colossians 3:12-17
Wednesday, April 08, 2026: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Joshua 3:1-17; Matthew 28:1-10
Thursday, April 09, 2026: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 4:2-5
Friday, April 10, 2026: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Saturday, April 11, 2026: Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 8:6-7; John 20:11-20
Sunday, April 12, 2026: Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Monday, April 13, 2026: Psalm 114; Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Tuesday, April 14, 2026: Psalm 114; Jonah 1:1-17; 1 Corinthians 15:19-28
Wednesday, April 15, 2026: Psalm 114; Jonah 2:1-10; Matthew 12:38-42
Thursday, April 16, 2026: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:1-5; 1 Peter 1:8b-12
Friday, April 17, 2026: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 26:1-4; 1 Peter 1:13-16
Saturday, April 18, 2026: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:6-9; Luke 14:12-14
Sunday, April 19, 2026: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
Monday, April 20, 2026: Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14; 1 Peter 1:23-25

Tuesday, April 21, 2026: Psalm 134; Proverbs 8:32-9:6; 1 Peter 2:1-3
Wednesday, April 22, 2026: Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14
Thursday, April 23, 2026: Psalm 23; Exodus 2:15b-25; 1 Peter 2:9-12

Friday, April 24, 2026: Psalm 23; Exodus 3:16-22, 4:18-20; 1 Peter 2:13-17
Saturday, April 25, 2026: Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34:1-16; Luke 15:1-7

Sunday, April 26, 2026: Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

Monday, April 27, 2026: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5

Tuesday, April 28, 2026: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21
Wednesday, April 29, 2026: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28
Thursday, April 30, 2026: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15




