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Church Staff 
Pastor   Reverend Anthony Pagotto  

(610-377-4242) 
Music Director  Colleen Rudelitsch    
Bookkeeper  Cathy Smith 
Sexton   Sherry Stafiniak 
Church Admin  Anne Scott 
Church Office  570-386-9960    
Church Office hours  M-W-F 9 AM-2 PM 
 
 

Worship Schedule for September 2026 at St. John’s 
 

 

Sept. 6  –   9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Fellowship Hall Worship with Holy Communion 
                   
 

Sept. 13 –  9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Sanctuary Worship 
 

 

Sept. 20 –  9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Fellowship Hall Worship – Harvest Home Sunday 
 

 

Sept. 27 –  9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 11 AM Sanctuary Worship with Holy Communion  
 

 

2026 Church Council 
Reverend Anthony PagoƩo 

Donald Freeman, President       Allison EvereƩ, V. President 
 

Keith Drummond Geoff Ebbert  Julia Schock   
Ronald Fried               Kimberly Gerhard Cheryl Kistler   
Colleen Rudelitsch 
                                      



Honoring Our Ancestors 

I find cemeteries to be intriguing. When I walk through them, I wonder what life was like for those who 

lived before me: what challenges they may have faced and what triumphs they celebrated. The life of each of 

them was important to the community and the life of the church. As such, their resƟng places deserve to be 

honored and respected. Too oŌen I have passed by cemeteries that are overgrown and lacking maintenance. In 

that light I am thrilled to see how the cemeteries at both St. John’s and Dinkey are well maintained. As a 

maƩer of fact, as I write this arƟcle, I am in view of the grass being mown on St. John’s Cemetery this very 

moment. Both cemeteries have played vital roles in their congregaƟons, and I pray they will conƟnue to serve 

their communiƟes well into the future.  

To ensure their future funcƟoning, a change is being made in the cemeteries’ relaƟonship with their 

respecƟve congregaƟons. TradiƟonally, the cemeteries have funcƟoned as an extension of the congregaƟon. 

However, there are two challenges this structure present. The first is that if the congregaƟon ceases to exist, 

there is no legal enƟty to assume responsibility of the cemetery, leaving the cemetery in the hands of the 

Northeastern PA Synod. This has happened on different occasions and leaves the synod staff with a cemetery 

to care for and not have the staff or resources to properly fulfill that responsibility.  

The second challenge is legal ramificaƟons. God forbid something would happen within the church that 

resulted in a lawsuit. Not only are the resources of the congregaƟon vulnerable, but those of the cemetery are 

as well, including the perpetual care fund which exists for the ongoing care of the cemetery. Of course, the 

opposite is true as well if something were to happen on the cemetery resulƟng in legal acƟon, the 

congregaƟon is liable.  

In order to address these issues, steps are being taken at both Dinkey and St. John’s to legally separate 

the cemeteries from the congregaƟons. The formaƟon of legal enƟƟes and new cemetery consƟtuƟons are 

underway along with land subdivisions, where necessary. 

None of this impacts how the cemeteries will funcƟon. The same people who have been serving as 

board members and caring for the resƟng places of our loved ones are able to do so under the new structure. 

The funds that are currently in place for the everyday expenses and upkeep of the cemetery will transfer to the 

new enƟty. The basic change is on paper, as the cemeteries will then be independent of the congregaƟons. If 

you have any quesƟons or concerns I encourage you to speak with me, a council member, or a cemetery board 

member. Please be assured that your loved ones will conƟnue to be cared for. 

 

Your servant in Christ,  Pr. Tony 

 



 

9/1 Donna Hall   9/19 Scott Heintzelman 

9/4 Kathryn Leibenguth 9/25 Erica Pagotto 

9/4 Olive Haupt   9/25 Robert Leffler 

9/7 Nicholas Yaro  9/26 Nora Merluzzi 

9/8 Edward Powell  9/27 Kathleen Merluzzi 

9/10 Randy Flexer  9/27 Carole Semmel  

9/11 Steven Tyson  9/30 Ronald Jennings 

9/18 Marie Boyer 
 

(If we missed your birthday for this month, it is possible we do not have it in our membership database. Please give us a call at the 
office (570-386-9960) so we can update our files.) 

 
Grief Support- will meet on Monday, Sept. 7th & Monday, Sept. 21st at 6:00 PM.  
Book Club- will meet Tuesday, Sept. 22nd at 6:30 PM  with book “The Last Thing He Told Me”  by Laura David. 
Dinner & Discussion-  will meet on Thursday, Sept. 17th at 6:30 PM. Please contact Cheryl Kistler at  
610-533-5723 with any questions. 
Fermenting Our Faith- will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 23rd at 6:00 PM. This will be at the 443 Diner.  
Fundraising Committee-  will meet on Wednesday, October 14th at 6:30 PM. 
Community Cupboard- Dinkey Memorial has a food cupboard available to those in need of supplemental food 
resources. It is available to members of Dinkey Memorial and St. John’s, and to residents of East Penn 
Township. The distribution is the third Thursday of every month from 3:30-5:00 PM in Dinkey’s Social Room, 
located below the sanctuary. If you or anyone you know would benefit from receiving food from the Community 
Cupboard, please speak with Pr. Tony. 
Message from the Fundraising Team: 
♦We will be baking, icing & packaging the donuts on Tues, Sept. 1st.  If you're able to help, stop by anytime 
between 9:00 am & 1:00 pm. 
♦In the weeks leading up to our annual Fall Bazaar, we will be making food & candy.  Watch for sign-up sheets if 
you're able to help.  We enjoy the fellowship with our church family.  
♦Basket Raffle items can be placed in the left side of the nursery. Plants can be brought to church the week of the 
Bazaar.  Baked goods can be brought to church Fri morning Oct 2nd or Sat morning Oct 3rd. 
♦Spread the word by hanging flyers & posting on social media.  
♦This year's recipient, Slingshot Esports, will receive 20% of profits, so the more money we make, the more we can 
donate to this organization. 

 
Council Meetings are held the second Monday of every month unless otherwise noted.        
(Complete copies of the minutes may be obtained from the church office.)                

August  Council & Congregational Meetings – Items Discussed 
 

● August 9th Congregational Meeting – it was voted on and approved that Service Construction will be updating 
the main floor bathrooms and making them handicapped accessible. This will happen in the colder weather 
months when Service Construction is done working on outside projects. (Note from the Finance Committee on 
back page. Please review.) 
● August 10th Council Meeting – Fermenting Our Faith will be Sept. 23rd at 6 pm. 
● Thank you note from Trinity Pantry for constantly supporting them.  
●The Annual Sunday School Kick off will be held at Yenser’s Tree Farm on Thursday, Sept. 24th from 5-7 pm. 
More info found on flyer on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 

● The next scheduled meeting is: Monday, September 14, 2026 at 6:30 PM.  
****A reminder to everyone that council meetings are open to all members of St John’s Ev. Lutheran Church.



     Trinity Food Pantry 2026 
       
          September   Tuna 
 

Bible Study Zoom 
Thursdays at 9 :30 AM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/586370219 
Meeting ID: 586 370 219 
Call in: 1-929-205-6099 

 

Morning Prayer Zoom 
Wednesdays at 9 AM 

http://zoom.us/j/187911224 
Meeting ID: 187 911 224 

Call in: 1-929-205-6099 

Prayers for our Congregation Members       
Richard Koch  Emma Weaver Matt Fisher   Joan Fontana   
Rolf Hohenstein Roger Tyson   Marla Lawson  Kathleen Merluzzi   
Lisa Moyer  Donna Horvath Jeanette Jennings Neil Gilbert   
Connie Christman Mike Andrews  Arthur Rudelitsch Stacy Freeman   
Bart Cunfer  Brenda Lasky  Cliff Gledhill    Florence Duffy   
Liz Koch   
   

Prayers for Our Friends    
Peggy Drummond Trace Gonet  Shane Waskmunski Richard Elinich 
Adam Elinich  Orpha Nothstein Kyle Strohl  Cathy Smith  
Ardith Huesz   Geo DeAngelo Elaine Koons    James Keller  
Jackie Strauss Everet Joanie Radler  Jen Nielsen  Adrian Davis   
Nicole Rowles  Kathy Steigerwalt Randy Semmel Richard Koch  
Dolores Solt  Lyman Grube  Wesley King  Fern Miller  
Chris Green  Stewart Henritz Shirley Long  Dan Myers 
 

Please also pray for  
Doctors without Borders.       Global Refuge.   
Those struggling with mental health.  The People of Israel and Gaza.  
Refugees all over the world.  The Children of Ukraine.  
The Homeless. 
 

Prayers for Our Homebound and Long-Term Care Members 
Judith Ahner  Willard Ahner  Rachel Bednar Ferne Berger     
Marie Boyer  Myrtle Creitz  Mary Flyzik  Carolyn Zacharias 
Joan Heintzelman  Scott Heintzelman Carol Houser  Mary Ann Kollar 
Kathryn Leibenguth Dorothy Reinhart Ruth Troxell  Betty Willet   
Elaine Windbeck 
   

Our Military Personnel at Home and Abroad 
Dalton Berger  Daniel Berger  Douglas Boyer Aaron Cetnar   
Sean Fisher   Austin Heilman  AJ Light   Ryan McArdle   
Dustin McCarroll   Noah Rodgers  Grant Schaeffer Alexis Scott  
Jonathan Sheehan  Dylan White      
 

●If you wish to put yourself, a friend or loved one on the church prayer list, please call the church office at 570-386-9960 or email stjohns@ptd.net.). The 
name is placed on the list for 30 days unless we receive a monthly update. Please feel free to let the office know if someone should be removed 
as well.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

This Summer we have been blessed with 

Šesh cut flowers Šom Yenser’s Tree Farm. 

Here is an example of a beautiful 

arrangement of Sunflowers and Zinnias.  

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

I JUST WANT TO SAY THANKS FOR THE BEAUTIFUL 

LAP BLANKET I RECEIVED. IT WAS SO KIND OF YOU 

TO THINK OF ME. 

THANKS AGAIN, FRANK HEFFELFINGER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

  



 


