
APRIL NEWSLETTER 2024 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mahoning 

826 Mahoning Drive West, Lehighton Pa 18235 
Church office: 570-386-9960 Email address: stjohns@ptd.net 

Website: www.stjohnsmahoning.org and Facebook at StJohnsMahoning 
“A Family of friends alive with God’s love!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor   Reverend Anthony Pagotto  

(610-377-4242) 
Music Director  Colleen Rudelitsch    
Bookkeeper  Cathy Smith 
Sexton   Sherry Stafiniak 
Church Admin  Anne Scott 
Church Office  570-386-9960    
Church Office hours  M-W-F 9 AM-2 PM 
 

Worship Schedule for April 2024 at St. John’s 
April 7 – 10:45 AM   Sanctuary Worship Service with Holy Communion and Baptism 
     12:30 PM   Confirmation Class (DM) 
April 14 – 9:45 AM    Sunday School 
                 10:45 AM  Sanctuary Worship Service         
April 21 – 10:45 AM  Fellowship Hall Worship Service 
       12:30 PM   Confirmation Class (SJ) 
April 28 – 9:45 AM    Sunday School 

      10:45 AM  Sanctuary Worship Service with Holy Communion 

2024 Church Council 
 

Reverend Anthony Pago o 

Julia Schock, President 

Allison Evere , Vice President 

Keith Drummond Geoff Ebbert Drew Yenser 

Kimberly Gerhard Cheryl Kistler Donald Freeman 

   



 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

04/01 Lynn Koch   04/02 Liz Ann Koch  04/03 Vincent Trach 
04/05 Sarepta Willet  04/08 Jo-Ann Hawk  04/10 Bonnie Harley 
4/10 Cheryl Kistler  4/13 Tinley Balliet  4/13 Dylan Flexer 
4/13 Connie Reigel  4/14 Ferne Berger   4/14 Colleen Rudelitsch 
4/14 John Sta niak  4/15 Michael Merluzzi  4/15 Logan Yaro 
4/19 Sandra Rehrig  4/19 Barry Troutman  4/20 Sheila Drummond 
4/20 Elyse Rubin   4/22 Cassidy Snyder  4/24 Roger Tyson 
4/25 Brenda Frey   4/25 Dennis Scheckler  4/25 Anne Yenser 
4/26 Mary Virginia Flyzik 4/28 Marilyn Frey   4/28 Bridget McFadden 
4/30 Dorothy Reinhart 

    

(If we missed your birthday for this month, it’s possible we don’t have it in our membership database. Please give 
us a call at the office (570-386-9960) so we can update our files.) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Grief Support- will meet Monday, April 1st & April 15th at 6 PM.   
Book Club- will meet Tuesday, April 23rd at 6:30 PM with book “Oceans Apart” by Karen Kingsbury. 
Dinner & Discussion- will meet Thursday, April 18th at 6:30. Questions? Please contact Cheryl Kistler at 
610-533-5723. 
Fundraising Committee- will meet Wednesday, April 3rd at 6:30 PM. 
Fermenting Our Faith Discussion Group- will meet Tuesday, April 9th at 7-8:30 PM at St John’s.  
Community Cupboard:  Dinkey Memorial has a food cupboard available to those in need of supplemental 
food resources. It is available to members of Dinkey Memorial and St. John’s, and to residents of East 
Penn Township. The distribution is the third Thursday of every month from 3:30-5:00 PM in Dinkey’s Social 
Room, located below the sanctuary. If you or anyone you know would benefit from receiving food from the 
Community Cupboard, please speak with Pr. Tony. 
Messages from the Fundraising Team: 
●Thank you to everyone who helped make our annual Spring Bazaar a huge success…………….from making 
candy, baking, preparing food, setting up, spreading the word, working a station during the event, & straight 
through clean up!  It’s always great to see the community returning to St John’s. 
●If your yard sign didn’t blow away, kindly return it to church.  We’ll get the dates updated for our Fall Bazaar, 
which will be on Oct 4th & 5th. 
●Our annual Rummage Sale with Pet Shelter donation collection will be held on April 12th & 13th.  There’s 
something for everyone……….spread the word! 
●Our next donut sale will be on May 1st, so we’ll be baking, icing, & packaging on Tuesday, April 30th.   Stop 
by any time between 3 & 6 pm if you’re able to help. 

 

Geoff Ebbert and Pastor Tony are starting a faith discussion group, Fermenting Our 
Faith. The objective of this gathering is to create a relaxed, nonjudgemental space 

for people to bring questions about faith or scripture and then have group 
discussion about them. Our initial gathering will be: 

Tuesday, April 9 from 7:00-8:30PM at St. John's. All are welcome! 



 
Council Meetings are held the second Monday of every month unless otherwise noted.        
(Complete copies of the minutes may be obtained from the church office.)  
              

March Council Meeting – Items Discussed 
The minutes from March Council Meeting and the Congregational Meeting were 

not available at the time of printing. They will be included in May’s Newsletter.   
 

 
 

Prayers for our Congregation Members 
Claudia Pagotto Anne Yenser  Jim Yaro 
Rebekah McFadden Colleen Rudelitsch Liz Koch    
Robert Berger  Ferne Berger  Donna Horvath        
Florence Duffy  Bart Cunfer  Jeanette Jennings         
Marilyn Frey  Doreen Roth  Lana Balliet 
Ruth Troxell  Emma Weaver 
 
 Prayers for Our Friends        
Frank Fisher   Gloria Knerr  Family of John Casolo  
Dan Myers   Brenton Gruber Warren Knerr  
Helen Christman  Elaine Koons   Jillian Hessinger 
Eileen Meiser   James Koons  Makayla Scott 
Henry Long   Steve Stine  Deborah Ahner  
Rev. Robert Reier  Shirley Long  Sarah Swartz 
    
Please also pray for 
The People of Israel and Gaza     
The People of Sudan and those fleeing 
The Children of Ukraine  
Families of Victims of Mass Shootings 
 
Prayers for Our Homebound and Long-Term Care Members 
Judith Ahner  Willard Ahner  Rachel Bednar Marie Boyer Doris Fronheiser 
Lois Fisher  Mary Flyzik  Charles Frey   Carolyn Zacharias 
Scott Heintzelman Carol Houser  Mary Ann Kollar  Elaine Windbeck 
Kathryn Leibenguth Frank Mertz  Dorothy Reinhart  Terry Terray 
    
Our Military Personnel at Home and Abroad 
Daniel Berger   Dalton Berger  Sean Fisher  Aaron Cetnar  
Jonathan Sheehan  Douglas Boyer  Dylan White  Austin Heilman  
     
●If you wish to put yourself, a friend or loved one on the church prayer list, please call the church office at 570-386-
9960 or email stjohns@ptd.net.). The name is placed on the list for 30 days unless we receive a monthly 
update. Please feel free to let the office know if someone should be removed as well.  Thank you! 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study Zoom 

Thursdays at 9:30 AM 

http://us02web.zoom.us/j/376540617 

Meeting ID:  376 540 617 

Call in:  1-929-205-6099 

Morning Prayer Zoom 

Wednesdays at 9:00 AM 

http://zoom.us/j/187911224 

Meeting ID:  187 911 224  

Call in:  1-929-205-6099                                                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

PLEASE CONSIDER SPONSORING 

THE WEEKLY BULLETIN.  WE NEED 

A SPONSOR EVERY WEEK. IT’S 

ONLY $8.00. 

WE ALSO HAVE ALTAR FLOWERS 

($30) AND MEMORIAL/HONOR 

BOWLS ($25) AVAILABLE. FORMS 

ARE ALL OVER THE CHURCH AND 

DUE IN THE OFFICE BY MONDAY 

OF THE WEEK YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO SPONSOR. THANK YOU! 

Sunday School for April: 
 

Sunday School starts at 9:45 AM  

and will be held 

April 14th & April 28th. 

Rummage Sale 
Our Rummage Sale is fast approaching. We continue to take donations which can be placed           

 in the back half of the Nursery Room. 
Our Volunteers will be sorting and pricing in Fellowship Hall on  

Thursday, April 4th and Friday, April 5th, 2024. 
Sale days are Friday, April 12th, 8AM – 2PM. This will be a full price day. 

And Saturday, April 13th, 8AM to 12 noon. This will be a fill the bag day for $3. Purchase an      oversized bag 
for $3 and have fun filling it. Jewelry will be excluded from the bag sale. 

During our Rummage Sale we will be collecting for our furry friends at the Carbon County Animal Shelter and 
the Carbon County Friends of Animals Shelter. 

Bring a donation and receive a chance to win a $25 gift card to Walmart or Giant. Bring in a donation for each 
shelter and get two chances. 

Questions? Please contact Cheryl Kistler at 610-533-5723. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Spring Time Clothing Drive 

We will be holding a Spring Time clothing 
drive for the months of April and May. 

There will be a large box in the Narthex for 
items. 

Items should be specific for the Spring and 
Summer months. Donations will be given to 

the area homeless and in need.  

THE KITCHEN CREW HARD AT 
WORK! HERE THEY ARE 

PREPARING THE AMAZING 
EASTER CANDY!! 



  
HERE ARE SOME PICTURES FROM THE 
SPRING BAZAAR. A LOT OF 
VOLUNTEERING, PLANNING AND 
HOURS OF WORK WENT INTO MAKING 
THIS A HUGE SUCCESS!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


